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Following recent solo shows at The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, London, MUAC Mexico City, 
Mexico and the Bonnefanten Museum Maastricht, The Netherlands, Jan Hendrix’s exhibition 
Passing Through will launch Shapero Modern’s exciting new gallery space on Maddox Street in the 
heart of London’s Mayfair.  
 
Hendrix explores the fragility of the natural world and the transformation of landscape through 
man’s intervention.  
 
This exhibition focusses on two particular contrasting landscapes: the land around the Bundanon 
Trust, New South Wales where Hendrix has had several residencies, learning about the landscape 
along the Shoalhaven River and the work of the trust with the Dharawal people to preserve this 
‘first landscape’. The other is further north, nowadays a suburb of Sydney, called chronologically, 
Stingray Bay, Botany Bay and now Kamay. The bay was the first landing point of Captain Cook’s 



famous 1770 Endeavour expedition and was the place of the first collection of many plant species 
by the botanists on board, Sir Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander.  
 
Kamay Botany Bay was once beautiful and pristine, teaming with endemic flora and fauna. The 
botanists, Banks and Solander, collected hundreds of cuttings in the bay and along the Endeavour 
River in Queensland. They pressed specimens within the loosely bound uncut pages of a 1719 
book, Notes on Paradise Lost, by English writer Joseph Addison. Today, Kamay Botany Bay is 
virtually unrecognisable from the place the explorers found – the landscape has been replaced by 
the suburbs of Sydney, an airport, a container port and an oil depot.  
 
Historical material, collected by Banks and his companions, illustrating and documenting the first 
encounter between explorers and the Australian landscape, created a starting point for a body of 
work by Hendrix. Through the prism of contemporary art, Hendrix explores the beauty and fragility 
of our natural world and its deterioration to make way for contemporary human existence. The 
exhibition highlights the devasting impact that we have as human beings on our planet - by using 
the example of Kamay Botany Bay and how it has been irrevocably changed after 1770.  
 
Passing Through will show works from the series Sylva, made for Paradise Lost, at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, these are a striking series of silkscreen prints on silver leaf that echo the 
sense of loss and fragility of a landscape. The exhibition will also feature a new series of works 
based on the observation of shadows and the clear skies above Mexico City during the most 
stringent period of the Covid lockdown.  Hendrix reflects on the intense light and sharp shadows, 
results of the disaster that is Covid. Two vast monochrome tapestries will be exhibited evoking the 
dynamic texture and capture the beauty of a landscape that is endangered.   
 
“Joseph Banks lived in a moment of continuing explorations and expeditions during which the world 
was fiercely remapped and re-divided amongst powerful nations. What interests me is what 
happened afterwards. How that moment defined how we are living now. It is the before and after 
of a situation – first it was discovered and then it was destroyed. I am inspired not so much by 
Banks, but by the moment in time, that led to where we are now. The beginning of our times – the 
beginning of travel and the travel of seeds and plants and how that changed the face of the planet 
in the sense of agriculture and habitat and in the sense of culture and identity.”  
 
Notes on Paradise Lost – Professor Dawn Adès and Jan Hendrix in conversation 4th November 
2021 
 
 
ENDS 
 
For press enquiries, to request an interview or regarding Jan Hendrix’s practice please contact; Vikki Nelson 07788 
284274 – vikkilovettnelson@gmail.com 

 



 

 

Notes to Editors 

About Shapero Modern: Shapero Modern was founded in 2014 under the guidance of Gallery Director Tabitha Philpott-
Kent, and specialises in Post-War and Contemporary prints, multiples and original works of art.  Tabitha Philpott-Kent 
says ‘Located in the heart of Mayfair, Shapero Modern’s new space provides us with the perfect venue for our gallery to 
explore the artistic output of Post-War and Contemporary artists and allows us to create an exciting programme of shows, 
from both primary and secondary market artists’.  

About Jan Hendrix: Hendrix was born in the Netherlands in 1949, he has lived in Mexico City since 1978. His works range 
from artist’s books, print editions, enamel installations, etched glass, and paintings, to large-scale architectural projects. 
He has held an average of three to four exhibitions a year since 2000 In recent years he has collaborated with numerous 
architects and is currently finishing the façade of the new Mexican Museum in San Francisco. In 2019 Tierra Firme, was 
presented at MUAC, Mexico City and was presented at the Bonnefanten Museum, Maastricht, Holland and the Museo 
Espacio, Aguascalientes in 2020.  

His work is featured in public and private collections around the world. Collaborations with book authors include Seamus 
Heaney, Gabriel García Márquez, Paolo Ruffilli, Bert Schierbeek and Homero Aridjis.  

In 2012, Jan Hendrix was awarded the Order of the Aztec Eagle, the highest Mexican award given to foreigners for his 
work in art and architecture. In 2019 he was made a Knight of the Order of Oranje-Nassau by the Royal House of the 
Netherlands. 

 
 
 


